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TAGS: UN SENV EGEN OCON SZ 

SUB J : UN DESERTIFICATION CONFERENCE (AUG 20SEP 9 IN NAIROBI) 
REF: STATE 196362 

1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED SUBJECT CONFERENCE WITH BEAT 
JENNY, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OFFICE, FEDERAL 
POLITICAL DEPT. JENNY SAID SWISS HAVE NOT YET 

ADOPTED POSITION FOR DESERTIFICATION CONFERENCE BUT WILL 
PROBABLY TAKE SIMILAR ATTITUDE AS AT WATER 
CONFERENCE. ALTHOUGH SWISS HAVE NOT YET FOCUSED 
ON FINANCIAL ASPECT, THEY WOULD RESIST EFFORT TO 
ESTABLISH NEW FUND OR CONSORTIUM. SWISS BELIEVE 
EMPHASIS SHOULD BE PLACED ON IMPROVING COORDINATION 
OF EXISTING EFFORTS OF DONOR COUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN ORDER TO BETTER FOCUS 
COMBINED EFFORT ON PROBLEMS OF DESERTIFICATION. 
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2. SWISS PLAN TO SEND SMALL DELEGATION THAT IS 
EXPECTED TO TAKE LOW-KEY APPROACH AT CONFERENCE. 

SWISS DELEGATION WILL BE HEADED BY AMB 

MARCEL HEIMO, FEDERAL DELEGATE FOR TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE, WHO PLANS COMBINE CONFERENCE WITH 
TOUR OF SWISS BILATERAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN 
EAST AFRICAN COUNTRIES. ODELL 
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